Salute and Tribute to Eric’s Seven Attributes
By KC Ung

Dear Colin; Laurence & Yoke Lin; Carol & Barry, Laura and Dana,
It is with deep sorrow that my wife and I received an SMS just less than an hour ago with regard to your dad's home-calling. Yet, at the same time, there is a sense of relief, gladness and joy that the Father has deemed it good to call His faithful servant home to be with Him for his eternal rest, free from the pain and sufferings of this earthly life. There is also this great joy reserved for your dad as he goes home to be with his Lord and Master Whom he loves, even the joy of reunion with his beloved wife whom we are sure he missed all these many years she had left her.
My wife and I are privileged to know your dad and mum in our young days. We had opportunity to be in camps together and to serve the Lord together. Now that he has gone home ahead of us, we would like to Salute and pay Tribute to his Seven Attributes that we associate him with in his relationship with the Lord and in his friendship with us.
For us,
1. He was a Saint in the church of God.
    Faithful and true to the very last in his association with the saints in the assemblies of God's people, yet with an enlarged heart that embraced all saints that named the Name of the Lord.

2.  He was a Servant of God in God's Service.
    Called of God and Commended to His service by his home assembly he remained a faithful servant fulfilling the Lord's Commission in going out to the world to Evangelise Sinners and to Edify Saints to the very end.

3.   He was a Steward in God's trust.
    Up to the very last, he was faithful (as is required of stewards) in what was entrusted to him and accounted for     his stewardship in the simple life he lived, and yet ever generous with his time when it was required of him to go      out to help others in need.

4.   He was a Soldier of the cross.
    That was when and how I came to know him - as a soldier of Her Majesty, the Queen of England sent to the  shores of Malaya to safeguard the country from its enemies. But he was also a Soldier of the Cross, and he battled his way through the enemy's territory and saved many precious souls from slavery to sin.

5.  He was a Salesman of a Special Sort.
    As such, he made it possible, affordable and available for thousands of God's people to purchase excellent books from God's Library. Seeking sinners, sad and grieving saints, seasoned preachers and teachers, and all 
sorts of people with their special needs, have found solutions to their problems, and satisfaction to their souls  because of this facility.

6. He was a Senior Missionary in Malaysia.
    He was the last of the assembly "foreign" missionaries to remain in Malaysia - the last of the Mohicans! When   most returned home, he chose to call Malaysia his home and went home to be with the Lord from this adopted home.

7. He was a Strong Support to his family.
    He cared for and loved his family. Though his wife left him for many years, and his daughter was away from him, leaving his two sons to be with him, he was ever the focal point of their family life and we are sure that he was very thrilled to see his whole family together with his grandchildren in his own home before he left for his home above. Indeed he guarded his family well and we are sure that he too looks forward to the days when they will be safe with him at home with the Lord.
To Eric Kirton, my wife and I salute you as a fellow-soldier of the cross as you go to your rest; as a fellow-servant of the Lord as you go to meet your Master and hear Him say, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant".

Until we meet again,
May the God of all Comfort Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God (II Cor. 1:3, 4), the Companionship and Consolation that is in Christ (Phil. 2:1a) the Comfort and fellowship of the Holy Spirit (Phil. 2:1b, c) and the Comfort of the Word be with all the members of your family (Colin; Laurence & Yoke Lin; Carol & Barry, Laura and Dana) this  day and the days hereafter.


The Bereaved  
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The Northern Delegation


(Absent: Colin, Barry, Laura, Dana)   
           Saying Goodnight
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